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Introduction to the research problem
In the course of globalization processes the theory and practice of socio-economic relations in modern world shows that cities will play a key role in the development of state and interstate associations in present and near future. In the current situation the process of globalization not only makes the borders between countries and cultures permeable, but also increases the need to fix local identity connecting people with a place of their life. Under these conditions, the role of the cities is crucial as, according to the UNO data, the process of a substantial increase Internet portal]. This is largely due to the fact that, compared to a rural settlement, the city, to a greater degree, makes it possible for the citizens to realize their potential and opportunities.
Moreover, the city is an educational, culturaland-political and information centre integrating major production and intellectual potential of the state.
When the cities are impetuously transformed into agglomerations, their spatial structure is also transformed. This causes the change in lifestyle of their citizens. That is why it is especially important nowadays to pay attention to planning and development of the urban environment as its image in the citizens' consciousness has a significant impact on them. Intensive urban development results in new forms of human behavior, their personal characteristics; it raises the problem of interaction between a human and his / her environment.
Inner-city identity is formed only in case of diversity of socio-cultural practices, services, processes in the same territory. The city must understand not only its current realities but also do everything possible in order not to lose its historical memory. Thus, this is one of the objectives of cultural policy, the objective being building the future while preserving the historical memory. In addition, it is culture that has the potential to express values and form cultural It is culture in its sign-and-symbolic forms that keeps, increases and translates the entire collective human experience created in various fields of activity. Culture reflects a specific character of different social groups and, while uniting makes it possible to create attractive and innovative urban environment, to foster love and respect for the city, the country, to form a range of socio-cultural services. All these undoubtedly favour a more successful city development in all aspects.
Properly organized urban environment, in its turn, contributes to the development of the citizens' interest and, thereby, causes a feeling of comfort, safety, and desire to live and develop.
However, disorderly, chaotic urban environment without some certain well-built structure, on 
Problem statement
In a situation of constant changes both at global and All-Russian levels the problem of the formation of All-Russian national identity and self-identification is particularly crucial as the modern era is the era of national states, formation of the nation despite the globalization processes.
It is the success of the process of the unified nation formation that the future of the state, its strategic security and ideological significance depend on. another. This is primarily about the "genius of the place" and social traditions. It is undoubtedly this paradox of modern Russian urbanism which makes the search for urban identity much more currently central in most other countries where the cities' historical appearance was formed long ago and even strengthened over the years (it was not blurred as in the Soviet Union in the 1920-1950-ies). It is apparently not accidental that the image of cities is so actively being talked about today. What is especially noteworthy is that the cities are regarded as brands" (Sogomonov, 2010, p. 250) .
A citizen, residing and existing in urban space, is also one of its main elements. However, due to his / her specificity the changes, that he / she exposes to the space around him / her, consequently result in changes in his / her life.
Therefore, by changing the citizens' urban environment through the cultural policy the urban community acquires its own local identity. Each city has its own unique "language", presented not only by its architectural appearance but also the way of organizing space through which a certain symbolic-and-sign system as well as a cultural text read by the city's residents can be reconstructed. However, it should be realized that more productive practices in Western countries become possible, primarily, due to a greater cultural-historical "maturity" of urban settlements, whereas in Russian reality the number of relatively young cities, especially beyond the Ural Mountains, is much larger.
Discussion
At the same time, a significant difference, in our view, is that in foreign scientific discourse
and practice there appears a new concept for the Russian reality. It is "cultural diplomacy". Thus, a modern city can be viewed as a market agent, presenting its product to the customers, and namely a set of various standards and unique high quality services, the main dividends for the city being those of maintaining the existing residents and attracting new ones. At the same time, as of today the urban environment formation in Russia is mostly understood as a city brand creation whereas in Western practice it is a systematic process encompassing all aspects of cultural policy, but not only those related to the city positioning and marketing promotion.
